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Good evening, my fellow citizens: 

T h i s  government, as promised, has maintained the 
closest surveillance sf  the Soviet military build-up on the 
island of Cuba. W i t h i n  the past week, unmistakable evidence 
has established tbe fact  that a series of offensive mi8sile 
s i tes  is now i n  preparation on that imprisoned island. Tbe 
purpose of these bases can be none other than to provide a 
nuclear s tr ike capability against the Western Hemisphere. 

.Q 
\I Upon receiving the f i r s t  preliminary hard information 

of t h i s  nature last Tuesday morning a t  9:00 a.m., I directed 
that our surveillance be stepped up. And having now carfirmed 
and completed our svaluatbon of the evidence and our decision on 
a course of action, t h i s  government feels obliged tz report 
t h i s  new cr ie is  to you i n  fu l les t  detail. 

The characteristics of these new missile s i tes  i n d i -  
cate two dist inct  types of installations. Several of them i n -  
clude Medium Range Ball is t ic  Missiles, capable of carrying a 
nuclear warhead for a distance of more than 1000 nautical miles. 
Each of these missiles, i n  short, is capable of striking 
Uaehington, D. C., tbe Panama Canal, Cape Canaveral, Mexico C i t y ,  
or any other ci ty i n  the Southeastern part of tba United States, 
i n  Central America, or in  the Caribbean area. 

Additional s i t e s m t  yet completed appear to be designed 
for intermediate range ba l l i s t ic  missiles -- capable of traveling 
more than twice as  far  -- and thus capable of s t r i k i n g  most of 
the major c i t ies  i n  the Western Hemisphere, ranging as far  North 
as Hudson's Bay, Canada, and as f a r  South as Lima, Peru. I n  
addition, j e t  bombers, capable of carrying nuclear weapons, are 
now being uncrated and assembled i n  Cuba, while tbe necessary 

4 air  bases are being prepared. 1_- ' T h i e  urgent  transformation of Cuba into an important 
strategic'base -- by t h e  presence of t h e s e  large, long-range, and 
cleerly c f b e r s i v c  ?~?srtgons! 03 sudden =ass destructior -- constitutei 
an expl fc i t  threat to the peace and securaty of a l l  t h e  Americas, 
i n  flagrant and deliberate defiance of the Rio Pact of 1947, the 
traditions of t h f e  Nation and Hemiephere, the Joint Ibeolution 
of the  87th Congrese, the Cbarter of the United Nations, and my 
own m b l i c  warnings to tbe Soviets on September 4 and 13. This 
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The size of t h i s  under taking makes c l e a r  t b a t  it has 
been planned fox some months. Y e t  on ly  las t  month, after I had 
made c l e a r  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between any In t roduc t ion  of ground- 
to-ground missiles and t h e  e x i s t e s c e  of defens ive  a n t i - a i r c r z f t  
missiles, t h e  Sov ie t  Government p u b l i c l y  s t a t e d  on September 11 
t h a t ,  and I quote ,  ltTbe armaments and m i l i t a r y  equipment s e n t  
t o  Cuba are designed exc lus ive ly  f o r  defens ive  purposes,"  and,  
and I quote  t h e  Sov ie t  Government, 11'6here is no need f o r  t h e  
Soviet  Government t o  s h i f t  its weapons f o r  a r e t a l i a t o r y  blow 
t o  any o t h e r  country ,  f o r  i n s t ance  Cuba," and t h a t ,  and I quote  
t h e  government, T h e  S o v i e t  Union bas s o  powerful rocke t s  t o  
carry t h e s e  nuc lear  warheads t h a t  there is no need to  search  
f o r  sites for them beyond t h e  boundaries of t h e  Sov ie t  U ~ i o n . ~  
Tbat s ta tement  was f a l s e .  

Only ias t  Thursday, as evidence of t h i s  r a p i d  o f f en -  
s i v e  build-up was a l r eady  i n  my hanG, Sov ie t  Foreign Minis ter  
Gromyko told me i n  my o f f i c e  t h a t  he  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  make i t  
c l e a r  once aga in ,  a8 h e  said h i s  government had a l r eady  dooe, 
t b a t  S o v i e t  e s s l s t a n c e  t o  Cuba, and I quote ,  tlpursued s o l e l y  t he  
purpose of c o n t r i b u t i n g  to  t h e  defense  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of Cuba," 
and I quote  him, " t r a i n i n g  by Sov ie t  s p e c i a l i s t s  of Cuban 

that Q 
n a t i o n a l s  i n  handl ing defens ive  armaments was by no means of fen-  
s i v e , "  and t h a t  " i f  i t  were otherwise ,"  M r .  Gromyko went on,  
" t h e  Sov ie t  Government would never  become involved i n  render ing  
such a s s i ~ t a n c e . ~  Tbat s t a t emen t  a l s o  was false. 

Nei tber  the  United S t a t e s  of America nor t h e  world 
community of na t ions  can t o l e r a t e  d e l i b e r a t e  decep t ion  and 
o f f e n s i v e  t h r e a t s  on t h e  part  of  any na t ion ,  l a r g e  o r  smal l .  We 
no longer  l i v e  5.n a world where o n l y  t h e  a c t u a l  f i r i n g  of 
weapons r e p e s e n t s  a s u f f i c i e n t  cha l l enge  t o  a n a t i o n l s  s e c u r i t y  
t o  c o n s t i t u t e  maximum p e r i l ,  Nuclear weapons a r e  s o  d e s t r u c t i v e  
and b a l l i s t i c  m i s s i l e s  are so s w i f t ,  t h a t  any s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
increased  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e i r  u s e  or any sudden change i n  
their . 'degloyment may w e l l  be regarded as a d e f i n i t e  threat  t o  
peace. 

For many yea r s ,  both the Sovie t  Union and ' t h e  United 
S t a t e s ,  recogniz ing  this f a c t ,  have deployed s t r a t e g i c  nuc lear  
weapons w i t h  g r e a t  c a r e ,  never u p s e t t i n g  t h e  p reca r ious  status 
quo which  insured  t h a t  t h e s e  weapons would no t  be used i n  t b e  
absence of some v i t a l  chal lenge.  Our own s t r a t e g i c  missiles have 
never been t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of any o t h e r  n a t i o n ,  
under a cloak of secrecy and decept ion;  and our h i s t o r y ,  u n l i k e  

C 
! 

that of the S o v i e t s  s i n c e  t h e  end of World ?'as 11, demonstrates 1 

t b a t  we have no desire to dominate or conquer any o t h e r  cation 
or impose our  system upon its people.  Never theless ,  Amr ican  
c i t i z e n s  have become ad jus t ed  to  l i v i n g  d a i l y  on t h e  b u l l ' s  eye 
of Sov ie t  missiles loca t ed  i n s i d e  t h e  USSR o r  i n  submarines. 

UORE 



(AS ACTUALLY DELIVERED) 

Good evening, my f e l low c i t i z e n s :  

This  government, as promised, h a s  maintained t h e  
c l o s e s t  s u r v e i l l a n c e  of t h e  Sov ie t  m i l i t a r y  build-up on t h e  
i s l and  of Cuba. Within t h e  p a s t  week, unmis3akable evidence 
bas e s t ab l i shed  t b e  f a c t  t h a t  a series of o f fens ive  missile 
s i t e s  is now i n  p repara t ion  on t h a t  imprisoned i s l a n d .  The 
purpose of tbese bases can be none o the r  tban t o  provide a 
nuclear s t r i k e  c a p a b i l i t y  a g a i n s t  tbe  Western Hemisphere. 

P 
TI 8 Upon rece iv ing  the  f i r s t  preliminary hard information 

of t h i s  na ture  last Tuesday morning a t  9: 00 a.m. , I d i r e c t e d  
t h a t  ou r  su rve i l l ance  be stepped up. And having now corfirmed 
and completed our  evalua t ion  of t h e  evidence and our  dec is ion  on 
a course of a c t i o n ,  t h i s  government f e e l s  obl iged t o  r e p o r t  
t h i s  new c r i s i s  t o  you i n  f u l l e s t  detail. 

The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e s e  new missile s i t e s  i a d i -  
c a t e  two d i s t i n c t  types of i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  Several  of tbem in-  
clude Medium Range B a l l i s t i c  Miss i l e s ,  capable of car ry ing  a 
nuclear warhead f o r  a d i s t a n c e  of more than  1000 nau t i ca l  miles .  
Each of these  m i s s i l e s ,  I n  s h o r t ,  is capable of s t r i k i n g  
Washington, D. C,  , t h e  Panama Canal, Cape Canaveral, Mexico C i t y ,  
o r  any other c i t y  i n  t h e  Southeastern p a r t  of tha United S t a t e s ,  
i n  Central  America, o r  i n  t h e  Caribbean area. 

Additional s i t e s m t  y e t  completed appear to  be designed 
f o r  intermediate  range b a l l i s t i c  m i s s i l e s  -- capable of t r a v e l i n g  
more than twice as f a r  -- and thus  capable of s t r i k i n g  most of 
the  major c i t i e s  i n  t h e  Vestern Hemisphere, ranging as f a r  Nortb 
a s  Hudsan*s Bay, Canada, and a s  far  South as Lima, Peru. I n  
add i t ion ,  j e t  bombers, capable of ca r ry ing  nuclear weapons, a r e  
now being uncrated and assembled i n  Cuba, while t b e  necessary 
a i r  bases  are being prepared. 

This urgent transformation of Cuba Into  an Important 
s t r a t e g i c ' b a s e  -- by t h e  presence o f  these  large, long-range, and 
c l e ~ ? ~ l y  c f d e ~ s i v e  aeeposs a9 =udder: ?sass d ~ ~ t r u c t i ~ n  -- c o n s t i t u t e s  
an e x p l i c i t  threa t  to t h e  peace and security of a l l  the Americas, 
in f lagrant  and d e l i b e r a t e  def iance o f  the  Rlo Pact  of 1947, t h e  
t rad i t ions  of t b f s  Nation and Hemisphere, the Jo in t  Resolution 
of tbe  87th Congress, t b e  Charter of t h e  United Nations, and my 
own public rarninge to tbe Soviets on September 4 and 13, T h i s  
Wt ion  almo contradict* the repeated assurances of Soviet spokec- 
-@a, bmtb publ ic ly  rod pr iva te ly  de l ivered ,  tbat the arms bui ld-L! ,  
t o  Cubr would rota in  it. o r i g i n a l  defenmive character, and t b a t  
tb* Q o v i m t  Union bad DO amad or deairm to mtatlon mtrategic 
rlr.11e8 om tbe tmrritoay 02 rrry o t b r  ~ t i o a ,  
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t o  any other country ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  Cuba," and t h a t ,  and I quote 
t he  government, "The S o v i e t  Union bas so powerful rocke t s  t o  
ca r ry  t b e s e  nuc l ea r  warheads t h a t  there is no need t o  search 
for sites for them beyond t h e  boundaries of t h e  Sov ie t  U n i ~ n , ~  
That s t a t emen t  was false. 

Only iast  Thursday, as evidence of  t h i s  r ap id  o f f en -  
s i v e  build-up was a l r eady  i n  my hand, Sov ie t  Foreign Minis te r  
Gromyko t o l d  me i n  my o f f i c e  t h a t  be was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  make it 
clear once aga in ,  as he said h i s  government bad a l ready  done, 
t b a t  Sov ie t  e s s i s t a n c e  t o  Cuba, and I quote ,  vlpursued s o l e l y  the  
yu,rgose of c ~ n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  defense  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of Cuba ," t h a t ,  
and I quote  him, " t r a i n i n g  by Sov ie t  s p e c i a l i s t s  of  Cuban 
n a t i o n a l s  i n  handl ing defens ive  wmaments w a s  by no means of fen-  

4 
s i v e , "  and t h a t  "if it were otherwise ,"  Kr. Gromyko went on ,  
" t h e  Sov ie t  Government would never  become involved in render ing  
such a s s i s t ance . "  That s t a t emen t  a l s o  was f a l s e .  

Nei ther  t h e  United S t a t e s  of America nor  t h e  world 
community of na t ions  can t o l e r a t e  d e l i b e r a t e  decept ion and 
o f f e n s i v e  threats on t h e  p a r t  o f  any n a t i o n ,  l a r g e  o r  small. We 
no longer  l i v e  i n  a world where on ly  t h e  a c t u a l  f i r i n g  of  
weapons r e 2 r e s e n t s  a s u f f i c i e n t  cha l lenge  t o  a n a t i o n ' s  s e c u r i t y  
t o  c o n s t i t u t e  maximum p e r i l .  Nuclear weapons are s o  d e s t r u c t i v e  
and b a l l i s t i c  m i s s i l e s  are s o  s w i f t ,  t h a t  any  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
increased  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e i r  u s e  o r  any suddea change i n  
their ' .deployment may well be regarded as a d e f i n i t e  t h r e a t  t o  
peace. 

For many yea r s ,  both t h e  Sov ie t  Union and ' t h e  United 
S t a t e s ,  recognizing this f a c t ,  have deployed s t r a t e g i c  nuc lear  
weapons w i t h  g r e a t  c a r e ,  never u p s e t t i n g  t h e  precar ious  s t a t u s  
quo which insured  t h a t  these weapons would not  be used i n  t h e  
absence of some v i t a l  chal lenge.  Our own s t r a t e g i c  missiles have 
never been t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the  t e r r i t o r y  of a n y  o t h e r  n a t i o n ,  
under a cloak of secrecy and decept ion;  and our h i s t o r y ,  un l ike  t 
t h a t  of the S o v i e t s  since t h e  end of World P'ar 11, demonstrates 
t b a t  w e  have no desire to dominate or conquer any other cation 
or impose our system upon its people.  Never theless ,  Alierican 
c i t i z e n s  have become ad jus t ed  t o  l i v i n g  d a i l y  on t h e  bull's eye 
of Sov ie t  missiles loca t ed  i n s i d e  the  USSR o r  i n  submarines. 
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In  t h a t  aense, missiles I n  Cuba add t o  a n  already 
c l e a r  and present  danger 0 -  although A t  ohould be noted t h e  
na t ions  of La t in  America have never  previously been subjected t o  
a p o t e n t i a l  nuclear  threat. . . 

hat t b i s  s e c r e t ,  s w i f t  and extraordinary build-up 
of bmmunist miesiles - 0  i n  an area well.known t o  bave a s p e c i a l  
and h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  and the  na t ions  
of t b e  Western Hemisphere, i n  vioPat ion s f  Soviet  aseurarrces, 
and i n  def iance of American and Hemispbsrlc pol icy -- t h i s  sudden, 
c landes t ine  Ceclsion to o t a t i o n  e t r a t e g i c  weapons f o r  the f irst  
time ou t s ide  of Soviet  . s o i l  -- is a d e l i b e r a t e l y  provocative and 
u n j u s t i f i e d  cbange i n  t h e  s t a t u s  quo which cannot be accepted 
by t b i s  country,  i f  our  courage and our co .mitments...are ever  t o  
be t r u s t e d  again by either f r i e n d  or foe.  . . 

. - 
The 1930's taught  u s  a clear lesson:  aggressive -:can- 

duct ,  if allowed t o  grow unchecked and unchallenged, u l t imate ly  
leads  t o  war. This  na t ion  is opposed t o  war. We are a l s o  t r u e  
t o  our word. Our unswerving obJect ive,  the re fo re ,  mst be t o  pre- 
vent  t h e  use  of these  missiles a g a i n s t  t h i s  o r  any o the r  country,  

.? and to Becure . t h e i r  wi thdrawal  or e l iminat ion  from t h e  Western 
Hemisphere. 

Our pol icy  h a s  been one of pa t ience  and r e s t r a i n t ,  as 
befits a peaceful and powerful na t ion ,  which leads  a worldwide 
a l l i a n c e .  We have been determined no t  t o  be d ive r t ed  from our  
c e n t r a l  concerns by mere i r r i t a n t s  and f a n a t i c s ,  But now f u r t h e r  
ac t ion  is requi red  -- and it is underway; and these  ac t ions  may 
only be t h e  beginning. We w i l l  n o t  prematurely or unnecessar i ly  
r i s k  t h e  c o s t s  of worldwide nuclear  war i n  which even the  f r u i t s  
of v i c t o r y  would be ashes i n  our  mouth -- but  n e i t h e r  w i l l  we 
shr ink  from t h a t  r i s k  a t  any t i m e  it must be faced. 

Acting, therefore, i n  t h e  defense of our  own s e c u r i t y  
and of t h e  e n t i r e  Western Hemisphere, and under t h e  au thor i ty  
en t rus ted  to m e  by t h e  Cons t i tu t ion  as endorsed by the  Resolution 
of the  Congress, I bave d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  following i n i t i a l  s t e p s  
b taken immediately: 

1) - F i r s t :  To h a l t  t h i s  of fens ive  build-up, a s tr ict  quarantine 
on a11 of fens ive  m i l i t a r y  equpmment under shipment t o  Cuba is 

C being i n i t i a t e d .  A l l  s h i p s  of any kind bound f o r  Cuba from . 

w h a t e v ~ r  na t ion  or p o r t  w i l l ,  if foupd to contain cargoes of . % 

( 0ffeJl'sive weapons, be turned  back. This  quarant ine w i l l  b e .  
I 

4 extended, i f n e e d e d ,  t o  o t h e r  types  of cargo and carriers. *e '' 

..*re not rt .tbir time, however, denying the aecessitiee of l i f e  a6 
q the 80vi6t8 attanptod to do in  t b e i r  B e r l i a  blookade of 1948. 

C 
(I 2) Second: I bave directed tke ccntlnata zrw3 ircreasgd close 

g eurreillrnce of Cub8 and its military build-up. The Foreign - hini8te18 of tbe OAS, I n  thmir co~mtnique of October 6, reJected 
UmCtOcp on 8ucb mattmrm So tbF. Ffemirphero. Sboutd tb0.e of lea-  
m i v e  military proparatioma continue, t h u s  increas ing  t h o  thrmat 
to tha Hamiupbere, furtbmr actloo rill t. JuotSfied. I bavm 
birmctmd tbm A- ~ o r c e a  to preparm tor  r a y  mraotualitim.; rod 
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3) Third: It  s h a l l  be tbe  pol icy  02 t h i s  Hatbon to regard any 
nuclear  missile launcbed from Cuba aga ins t  any na t ion  i u  t h e  
Western..Heiiispbere a s  an  a t t a c k  by t h e  Sovie t  Union on t h e  3ni ted  
S t a t e s ,  requi r ing  a f u l l  r e t a l i a t o r y  response upon tbe Sovie t  
Union. 

,4) Fourth: As a neceosary m i l i t a r y  precaut ion,  I have reinforced 
our base a t  Guantanamo, evacuated today the  dependents of our 
personnel there, and ordered a d d i t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  t o  be on 
a standby a l e r t  basie.  

5)  - Fifth: We are c a l l i n g  tonight  f o r  an immediate meeting of 
t h e  Organ of Consul tat ion under t h e  Organization of American 
S t a t e s ,  t o  consider  t h i s  t h r e a t  t o  hemispheric s e c u r i t y  and t o  
invoke A r t i c l e s  6 and 8 of  t h e  Rio Treaty i n  support  of a l l  
necessary ac t ion .  The United Nations Charter allows f o r  regional  
s e c u r i t y  arrangements -- and t h e  na t ions  of t b i s  Hemisphere 
decided long ago aga ins t  the n i l i t a r y  presence of outs ide  powers. 
Our o the r  a l l i e s  around t h e  world have a l s o  been a l e r t e d .  

6 )  - Sixth:  Under t h e  Charter  of t h e  United Nations, we are asking 
tonight  t h a t  dn emergency meeting of t h e  Secur i ty  Council be con- 
voked without delay t o  t ake  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h i s  l a t e s t  Soviet  

e 
threat t o  world peace. Our reso lu t ion  w i l l  c a l l  for  the  prompt 
dismantling and withdrawal of a l l  of fens ive  weapons i n  Cuba, under 
the  supervis ion  of UN observers ,  before t h e  quarant ine can be 
l i f t e d .  

7 )  Seventh and f i n a l l y :  I c a l l  upon Cbairman Kbrushchev t o  b a l t  
and e l imina te  t h i s  c l zndes t ina ,  r eck less  and provocative t b r e a t  
t o  world peace and to s t a b l e  r e l a t i o n s  between our  two nat ions.  
f c a l l  upon him f u r t h e r  t o  abandon t h i s  course of world dominztion, 
and t o  jo in  i n  an h i s t o r i c  e f f o r t  t o  end t h e  pe r i lous  arms race 
and t ra ts form the  h i s t o r y  of man. He bas an opportunity now t o  
move t h e  world back from t h e  abyss of des t ruc t ion  -- by re turn ing  
t o  h i s  government's own words t h a t  it had no need t o  s t a t i o n  m i s o  
siles ou t s ide  its own t e r r i t o r y ,  and witbdrawing these  weapons 
from Cuba -- by r e f r a i n i n g  from any a c t i o n  which will widen or 
deepen t h e  present crisis -- and then by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a search 
f o r  peaceful and permanent so lu t ions .  

This. Nation is prepared to present  its case aga ins t  
t b e  Soviet  threat to peace, and ou r  own proposals f o r  a peaceful 
world, a t  any time and i n  any forum -- i n  the OAS, i n  t h e  United 
Nations, or i n  any other meeting t h a t  could be useful -- wfthout 
l F a i t i n g  our freedom of action. We bave i n  the past.made strenuou 
effort6 to limit t b e  spread of nuclear weapons. We bave proposed 
the  el iminat ion of all arms and m i l i t a r y  bases i n  a i a l r  and 
e f f e c t i v e  disarmmeat  treaty. W e  a r e  prepared t o  d i scuss  new 
p r o p ~ s a l s  f o r  t h e  r e m v a l  cf tensions on both s i d e s  -- including 
t h e  P o s s i b i l i t i e s  of a genuinely independent Cuba, free to  de ter -  
mine its own dest iny.  We bave no wish t o  war w i t h  the  Soviet  
Union -- f o r  we are a peaceful people wbo d e s i r e  t o  l i v e  i n  peace 
w i t h  a l l  other peoples. . 

. _-- ..-- -- - 
. -  
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and i n  def iance of American and Hemlepberlc pol icy -- t h i s  sudden, 
c landes t ine  dec i s ion  t o  o t a t i o n  s t r a t e g i c  weapons for the first 
time ou t s ide  of S o v l e t . a o i 1  -- Is a d e l i b e r a t e l y  provocative and 
u n j u s t i f i e d  cbange i n  t b e  s t a t u s  quo which cannot be accepted 
by t b i e  country,  i f  our  courage and our  comitmeats-.are ever t o  
be t r u s t e d  again by e i t b e r  f r i e n d  or foe.  . . 

. - 
The 1930'8 taught  us a clear lesson: aggressive-:can- 

duct ,  if allowed t o  grow unchecked and unchal$enged, u l t i m a t e l y . .  
l eads  t o  war, Tbis na t ion  is opposed t o  war. We a r e  a l s o  t r u e  
t o  our word. Our unswerving obJect ive,  therefore ,  must be t o  pre- 
ven t  the use  of these  m i s s i l e s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  or any o t h e r  country,, 
and to s e c u r e . t h e i r  withdrawal or e l iminat ion  from t h e  Western 
Hemisphere. 

. . 

Our pol icy  bas  been one of pa t ience  and r e s t r a i n t ;  as 
befits a peaceful and powerful na t ion ,  wbick leads a worldwide 
a l l i a u c e .  We have been determined n o t  t o  be d iver ted  from our 
c e n t r a l  concerns by mere i r r i t a n t s  and f a n a t i c s .  But now f u r t h e r  
a c t i o n  18 requi red  -- and it is underway; and these  ac t ions  may 
only be t h e  beginning. We w i l l  no t  prematurely or unnecessar i ly . .  
r i s k  t h e  c o s t s  of worldwide nuclear  war i n  which even the f r u i t o  
of v i c t o r y  would be ashes i n  our mouth -- but n e i t h e r  w i l l  we 
shr ink  f r o m . t h a t  r i s k  a t  any t i m e  it must be faced. 

Acting, the re fo re ,  i n  t h e  defense of our  own s e c u r i t y  
and of t h e  e n t i r e  Western Hemisphere, and under the au thor i ty  
en t rus ted  to m e  by t h e  Cons t i tu t ion  as endorsed by t h e  Resolution 
of the Congress, I bave d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  foPlowing i n i t i a l  steps 
be taken immediately: 

1) - F i r s t :  To b a l t  t h i s  o f fens ive  build-up, a s t r i c t  quarantine 
on a11 of fens ive  m i l i t a r y  equpmment under shipment t o  Cuba is 

- being i n i t i a t e d .  A l l  ships of any kind bound %or Cuba from 
whatav-er na t ion  o r  p o r t  w i l l ,  if found t o  contain cargoes of . 
o f f e r i s i ~ e  weapons, be turned back. This  quarant ine w i U  b e .  I 

I extended, W n e e d e d ,  t o  other types of cargo and c a r r i e r s .  Ne ' 
..*re not rt t h i s  t i m e ,  bowever, denying tbe necessities of l i f e  as 

I the 8ovieta attempted to do i n  tbeir Berlin blockade of 1948. .. 



personnel there, and ordered a d d i t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  u n i t e  t o  be on 
a standby a l e r t  basis .  

5)  - F i f t h :  We are c a l l i n g  ton igh t  f o r  an immediate meeting of 
the  Organ of Consul tat ion under t h e  Organization of American 
S t a t e s ,  t o  consider  t b i s  t b r e a t  t o  hemispheric s e c u r i t y  and t o  
invoke A r t i c l e s  6 and 8 of t h e  Rio Treaty i n  support  of a l l  
necessary ac t ion .  The United Nations C h a r t e r  al lows f o r  regional  
s e c u r i t y  arrangements -- and t b e  na t ions  of t b i s  Hemisphere 
decided long ago a g a i n s t  t h e  n i l i t s r y  presence of ovtside powers. 
Our o t h e r  a l l i e s  around t b e  world have a l s o  been a l e r t e d .  

6 )  - Sixth:  Under t h e  Charter  of t h e  United Nations, we are asking 
tonight t h a t  dn emergency meeting of t h e  Secur i ty  Council be con- @ 
voked without. delay t o  t ake  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h i s  latest Sovie t  
t b r e a t  t o  world peace. Our r e s o l u t i o n  w i l l  c a l l  f o r  t h e  prompt 
dismantling and w i t h d r a w a l  of a l l  o f fens ive  weapons i n  Cuba, under 
t h e  supervis ion  of UN observers ,  before t h e  quarant ine can be 
l i f t e d .  

7 )  Seventh and f i n a l l y :  I c a l l  upon Cbalrman Kbrushcbev t o  h a l t  
and e l iminate  t b i s  clandestine, reck less  and provocative t h r e a t  
t o  world peace and t o  s t a b l e  r e l a t i o n s  between our  two nat ions.  
I c a l l  upon him f u r t h e r  t o  abandon t h i s  course of world domination, 
and t o  j o i n  i n  an h i s t o r i c  e f f o r t  t o  end t h e  pe r i lous  arms race 
and transform t h e  h i s t o r y  sf man. He h a s  an opportunity now t o  
move t h e  world back from t h e  abyss of des t ruc t ion  -- by re turn ing  
t o  h i s  government's own words t h a t  i t  bad no need t o  s t a t i o n  m i s -  
s i l e s  ou t s ide  its own t e r r i t o r y ,  and withdrawing these  weapons 
from Cuba -- by r e f r a i n i n g  from any a c t i o n  which w i l l  widen o r  
deepen the  present  c r i s i s  -- and then by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a search 
f o r  peaceful and permanent so lu t ions .  

This  Nation is prepared t o  present  its case aga ins t  
tbe  Sovie t  threat t o  peace, and our  own proposals f o r  a peaceful 
world, at any time and i n  any forum -- i n  t h e  OAS, i n  t h e  United 
Nations, o r  i n  any other meeting t h a t  could be useful -- without  
l imi t ing  our freedom of ac t ion .  W e  bave i n  tbe  p a s t  made strenuous 
efforts to l i m i t  the npread of nuclear weapons. We bave proposed 
t h e  el iminat ion of a l l  arms and m i l i t a r y  bases i n  a fa ts  and 
e f f e c t i v e  disarmament t r e a t y .  W e  are prepared t o  discuss new 
proposals f o r  t h e  ramoval cP tens ions  on both sides -- including 
t h e  possibilities of a genuinely independent Cuba, f r e e  t o  de ter -  
mine %* own dest iny.  We bave no w i s h  to war w i t h  tbe Soviet  
Union -- f o r  we are a peaceful people who d e s i r e  to l i v e  i n  peace 
w i t h  a l l  o the r  peoples. , 1 

But it is d i f f i c u l t  to set t le  or even d i scuss  these 
problems i n  an atmospbere of in t imidat ion .  That is why t h i s  latest 
Soviet  t h r e a t  -- o r  any other threat which is made either 
independently o r  i n  response to our  ac t ions  t b i s  week -- must and 
w i l l  be met w i t h  determination. Any h o s t i l e  move anywhere In t h e  I 

MORE 



world aga ins t  t h e  s a f e t y  and freedom of peoples t o  whom we are 
committed -- including i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  brave people of West 
Ber l in  -- w i l l  be met by whatever ac t ion  ie needed. 

F i n a l l y ,  I want t o  s a y  a few words t o  t h e  capt ive  
people of Cuba, t o  whom t h i s  speech is being d i r e c t l y  c a r r i e d  
by s p e c i a l  r ad io  f a c i l i t i e s .  I speak to you ae  a f r i e n d ,  an one 
who bows of your deep attachment t o  your fa ther land,  as one 
who shares your a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  l iber ty  and J u s t i c e  f o r  a l l .  
And I have watcbed and t h e  American people have watched w i t h  
deep Borrow how your n a t i o n a l i s t  revolu t ion  was betrayed -- and 
how your f a the r l and  f e l l  under fo re ign  domination, Now your 
l eader s  are no longer Cuban l eaders  insp i red  by Cuban idea l s .  
They are pappets and agents  of an in te rna t iona l  conspiracy which 
has turned Cuba aga ins t  your f r i e n d s  and naighbora i n  t h e  
Americas -- and turned it i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  Lat in  American country 
t o  become a t a r g e t  f o r  nuclear  war -- t h e  first L a t i n  American 
country t o  have these  weapons on its 8011. 

Thess new weapons are not  i n  your i n t e r e s t .  They 
con t r ibu te  nothing t o  yciur peace and well  being. They can only 
undermine it, But t h i s  country h a s  no wish t o  cause you t o  s u f f e r  
or t o  impose any s y s t e m  upon you. We know t h a t  your l i v e s  and 
land are being used a s  pawns by tbose who deny you Preedom. 

Many times i n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  Cuban people have r i s e n  
t o  th row ou t  t y r a n t s  who destroyed t h e i r  l i b e r t y .  And I have 
no doubt t b a t  most Cubans today look forward t o  t b e  time when 
t h e y  w i l l  be t r u l y  free -- free from fore ign  domination, free 
t o  choose t h e i r  own leaders, f r e e  t o  s e l e c t  t h e i r  own s y s t e m ,  
f r e e  to  own t h e i r  own land ,  free t o  speak, and write, and worship 
without f e a r  o r  degradation. And then s h a l l  Cuba be welcomed back 
t o  t h e  soc ie ty  of free n a t i ~ n s  and t o  t h e  a s soc ia t ions  of t h i e  
Hemisphere, 

Xy fe l low c i t i z e n s :  L e t  no one doubt t h a t  t h i s  is 
a d i f f i c u l t  and dangerous e f f o r t  on which w e  have set out.  No 
one can fo resee  p r e c i s e l y  w h a t  course it w i l l  take o r  what  cos t s  
o r  c a s u a l t i e s  w i l l  be incurred.  Many months of s a c r i f i c e  and s e l f -  
d i s c i p l i n e  l i e  ahead -- months i n  which both our pa t ience  and our 
w i l l  w i l l  be t e s t e d  -- months i n  which many t h r e a t s  and denuncia- 
t i o n s  w i l l  keep us aware of our dangers. But t h e  greatest danger 
of a l l  would be to  do nothing. 

The p a t h  w e  have chosen f o r  t h e  present  ie fuEl  of 
hazards,  ae a l l  pa ths  are -- but  it is t ha  one most cons i s t en t  
with our  character and courage as a n ~ t i o n  and our commitments 
around t h e  world. The cost of freedom is a iways  bigh -- but  
Americana have always paid it. And one path w e  aball never cboose, 
and thax is the path of surrender or submission. 

Our goal is not t b e  v i c t o r y  of m i g h t ,  but t b s  vindica- 
t i o n  of r i g h t  -- not  peace at tbe expense of freedom, but both 
peace freedom, bere Ln t h i s  Hemiepbere, and, we bope, mound 
tba world. Ood willing, tbrt goal w i l l  be acblevod. 
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who shares your a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  l i b e r t y  and J u s t i c e  f o r  a l l .  
And 1 have watched and t h e  American people have watched w i t h  
deep sorrow bow your n a t i o n a l i s t  revolu t ion  wae betrayed -- and 
how your f a the r l and  fe l l  under fo re ign  domination. Now your 
l eader s  are no longer Cuban leaders insp i red  by Cuban idea l s .  
They are p ~ p p e t s  and agents  of an  in te rna t iona l  conspiracy which 
bas turned Cuba aga ins t  your f r i e n d s  and naighbors I n  t h e  
Americas -- and turned it i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  Lat in  American country 
t o  become a target f o r  nuclear war -- t h e  f i r s t  La t in  American 
country t o  have these weapons on its e o i l .  

Thess new weapons are not  i n  your i n t e r e s t .  They 
con t r ibu te  nothing t o  yciur peace and well  being. They can only 
undermine it. But t h i s  country has  no w i s h  t o  cause you t o  s u f f e r  
o r  to impose any s y s t e m  upon you. We know t h a t  your l i v e s  and 
land are being used as pawns by tbose who deny you freedom. 

Many times i n  the  p a s t ,  the  Cuban people bave r i s e n  
to th row ou t  t y r a n t s  who destroyed t h e i r  l i b e r t y .  And 1 bave 
no doubt t h a t  most Cubans today look forward t o  t b e  time when 
they w i l l  be t r u l y  free -- f r e e  from fo re ign  domination, f r e e  
t o  choose t h e i r  own leaders, free t o  s e l e c t  t h e i r  own s y s t e m ,  
f r e e  to  own t h e i r  own land,  free t o  speak, and w r i t e ,  and worship 
without f e a r  o r  degradation. And then s h a l l  Cuba be welcomed back 
t o  t h e  soc ie ty  of free nat ions  and t o  t h e  a s soc ia t ions  of t h i s  
Hemisphere. 

Xy fe l low c i t i z e n s :  L e t  no one doubt t h a t  t h i s  is 
a d i f f i c u l t  and dangerous e f f o r t  on which we have set out .  No 
one can fo resee  p rec i se ly  what course it w i l l  take o r  wha t  cos t s  
o r  c a s u a l t i e s  w i l l  be incurred,  Many months of s a c r i f i c e  and s e l f -  
d i s c i p l i n e  l i e  ahead -- months i n  which both our pat ience and our 
w i l l  w i l l  be t e s t e d  -- months i n  which many t b r e a t s  and denuncia- 
t i o n s  w i l l  keep u s  aware of our dangers. But t h e  g r e a t e s t  danger 
of a i l  would be to  do nothing. 

The path w e  have chosen f o r  t h e  present  is f u l l  of 
hazards,  as a l l  paths  are -- but  i t  is tin one most cons is ten t  
w i th  our  cha rac te r  and courage as a nz t ion  and our commitments 
around t h e  world. The c o s t  02 freedom is a iways  high -- but  
Americana have alwaye paid it. And one path  w e  s h a l l  never cboose, 
and tba-c is the patb of eurreneer oz submission. 

Our goal Is no t  t b e  v ic to ry  of m i g h t ,  but t h e  vindica- 
t i o n  of r i g h t  -- not  peace a t  the expense of freedom, but both 
peace freedom, bere i n  this Hemlspbere, and, we bope, around 
the world. God wi l l ing ,  t b r t  goal rill be rcbieved. 

Tbrrrk you and good nlgbt. 




























































